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Upper Sorbian language 


Upper Sorbian (hornjoserbscina) is a minority language spoken 
by Sorbs in Germany in the historical province of Upper Lusatia , 
which is today part of Saxony . It is grouped in the West Slavic 
language branch, together with Lower Sorbian , Czech, Polish, 
Slovak and Kashubian. 
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History 


The history of the Upper Sorbian language in Germany began 
with the Slavic migrations during the 6th century AD. Beginning 
in the 12th century, there was a massive influx of rural Germanic 
settlers from Flanders, Saxony , Thuringia and Franconia . This so- 
called " Ostsiedlung " (eastern settlement or expansion) led to a 
slow but steady decline in use of the Sorbian language. In 
addition, in the Saxony region, the Sorbian language was legally 
subordinated to the German language. Language prohibitions 
were later added: In 1293, the Sorbian language was forbidden in 
Berne castle before the courts; in 1327 it was forbidden in 
Zwickau and Leipzig, and from 1424 on it was forbidden in 
Meissen. Further, there was the condition in many guilds of the 
cities of the area to accept only members of German-language 
origin. 


Upper Sorbian 


hornjoserbscina, hornjoserbsce 

Pronunciation 

[' hoRnja 
.SERpJtJina] 

Native to 

Germany 

Region 

Saxony, 

Brandenburg 

Ethnicity 

Sorbs 

Native speakers 

13,000 (2007)W 

Language family 

Indo-European 

- Balto-Slavic 

■ Slavic 

■ West 

Slavic 

■ Sorbian 

■ Upper 
Sorbian 

Writing system 

Latin (Sorbian 
alphabet) 

Official status 

Official language in 

Regional 
language in 
Brandenburg 
and Saxony. 

Language codes 

ISO 639-2 

hsb (https://w 

ww.loc.gov/sta 

ndarcls/iso639- 

2/php/langcode 

s_name.php?cod 

e_ID=192) 

ISO 639-3 

hsb 

Glottolog 

uppel395 (htt 

p://glottolog. 

org/resource/1 

anguoid/id/upp 

el395)P] 

Linguasphere 

53-AAA-bb < 

53-AAA-b < 53- 

AAA-b...-d 




























However, the central areas of the Milzener and Lusitzer, in the 
area of today's Lusatia, were relatively unaffected by the new 
settlements and legal restrictions. The language 


(varieties: 
53-AAA-bba to 
53-AAA-bbf) 

therefore flourished there. By the 17th century, the number of 
Sorbian speakers in that area grew to over 300,000. The oldest evidence of written Upper Sorbian is the 
Burger Eydt Wendisch monument, which was discovered in the city of Bautzen and dates to the year 1532. 


Upper Sorbian in Germany 


There are an estimated 20,000 to 25,000 speakers of Upper Sorbian. 
Almost all of these live in the state of Saxony , chiefly in the district 
of Bautzen (Budysin). The stronghold of the language is the village 
of Crostwitz (Chroscicy) and the surrounding municipalities, 
especially to the west of it. In this core area. Upper Sorbian remains 
the predominant vernacular. 


Phonology 


Vowels 

The vowel inventory of Upper Sorbian is exactly the same as that of Lower Sorbian .It is also very similar 
to the vowel inventory of Slovene. 



A bilingual sign in Germany; 
German in first place and Upper 
Sorbian in second 


Vowel phonemes[^][^] 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 


u 

Close-mid 

e 


0 

Open-mid 

£ 


D 

Open 


a 



■ /i/ is mid-centralized to [i] after hard consonants. 

■ /e, o/ are diphthongized to [is, go] in slow speech. 

■ The le-El and Io-dI distinctions are weakened or lost in unstressed syllables. 


Consonants 




























Consonant phonemes!^]!®] 




Labial 

Dental/ 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar/ 

Uvular 

Glottal 



hard 

soft 

hard 

soft 

soft 

hard 

soft 

hard 

Nasal 

m 

mj 

n 

- 


P 




Plosive 

voiceless 

P 


t 



k 



voiced 

b 

bj 

d 



g 



Affricate 

voiceless 



ts 

(tsj) 





voiced 



(dl) 






Fricative 

voiceless 

f 


s 


; 

X 



voiced 

(V) 


z 

(ZU 

3 



h 

Trill 






R 

R j 


Approximant 

P 

g 

1 


j 





■ /v, dz, tsJ, zJ/ are very rareJ®][^°][^^] 

■ /p/ is a somewhat velarized bilabial approximant [pv], whereas /l|/ (the soft counterpart of /p/) 
is a strongly palatalized bilabial approximant 

■ /r, rj/ are uvular [r, rj]. The alveolar realization [r, rt] is archaic. 

■ In most dialects, /tj, d3, J, 3/ are palato-alveolar. This is unlike Lower Serbian, where these 
consonants are laminal retroflex (flat postalveolar) [£5, 5, (Lower Serbian /€§/ does not 
have a voiced counterpart).Laminal retroflex realizations of/J, 3/also occur in Upper 
Serbian dialects spoken in some villages north of Hoyerswerda.[^®][^^] 

■ An aspirated [k^] is a morpheme-initial allophone of M in some cases, as well as a possible 
word-initial allophone of /k/.[^^] 

Samples 


The Lord's Prayer in LFpper Serbian: 

Wotce nas, kiz sy w njebjesach. Swjec so Twoje mjeno. Pfihdz Twoje kralestwo. Stan so 
Twoja wola, kaz na njebju, tak na zemi. Wsedny chleb nas daj nam dzens. Wodaj nam nase 
winy jako my tez wodawamy swojim winikam. A njewjedz nas do spytowanja, ale wumoz 
nas wot zieho. Amen. 

Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Upper Serbian: 

Wsitcy ciowjekojo su wot naroda swobodni a su jenacy po dostojnosci a prawach. Won! su z 
rozumom a swedomjom wobdarjeni a maja mjezsobu w duchu bratrowstwa wobchadzec. 

(All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and 
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.)^^®] 


See also 





Lower Sorbian language 
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External links 


■ Online course for Upper and Lower Sorbian (https://sprachkurs.sorbischlernen.de/#/welcome) 
(English, Sorbian, German) 

■ Cou rs e in Upper Sorbian (https://web.archive.Org/web/20090116153825/http://serbscina.w.inte 
ria.pl/iso/eindex.htm) 

■ Kurs serbskeje rece (http://enricu.wordpress.com/webova-kavarna/kurs-serbskeje-rece-kurz-lu 
zicke-srbstiny/), introductory texts of the lessons included in the Sorbian language textbook 






Curs practic de limba soraba 


Dictionaries 

■ (in Czech and Upper Serbian) Upper Serbian dictienary with cemmen phrases (https://web.arc 
hive.erg/web/20161004132033/http://slevnik.vancl.eu/hls3/) 

■ (in German and Upper Serbian) Upper Serbian phraseelegy dictienary (https://web.archive.er 
g/web/20071219093318/http://sibz.whyi.erg/frazeel/streny.php?spr=serb&id=fraze&pre=serb) 

■ (in German and Upper Serbian) SerbWerd (https://web.archive.erg/web/20070517191411/htt 
p://gcjm.dyndns.erg/serbwerd/suchen.afp) 

■ (in German and Upper Serbian) Serbian 'language practice' page (https://web.archive.erg/web/ 
20070610180036/http://www.uni-leipzig.de/~serb/seiten/hsb/05/recnepraktiske/sprachpraktisch 
e-hsb.html) at Leipzig University 

■ (in German and Upper Serbian) Serbian infermatien page (https://web.archive.erg/web/200805 
22003010/http://www.uni-leipzig.de/~serb/seiten/hsb/05/leksikaliske/lexikalische-hsb.html) at 
Leipzig University 

■ (in German and Upper Serbian) Wertschatz.de (https://web.archive.crg/web/20070823101146/ 
http://ccrpcra.infcrmatik.uni-leipzig.de/?dict=scrb) 


Czech-Sorbian and Sorbian-Czech 

■ atslovnik.vanci.eu (http://slcvnik.vancl.eu) 


German-Sorbian 

■ at sibz.whyi.org (https://web.archive.erg/web/20070928063438/http://sibz.whyi.erg/~edi/wucbni 
ca/weerterbuch.html) 

■ at Boehmak.de (http://www.beehmak.de/) 


Sorbian-German 

■ at Boehmak.de (http://www.bcehmak.de/sn.html) 

■ at sibz.whyi.org (https://web.archive.erg/web/20070928063430/http://sibz.whyi.erg/~edi/wucbni 
ca/slewnik.html) 
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